Binder Check Guidelines

For ALL AVID Classes


1) ALL binders will be ready for presentation 10 minutes after the bell rings.

a) Binders not ready after 10 minutes will be docked points.

i) Each 5 minutes docks 10 points.

b) Binders will remain by the tutor until the lesson for that day is completed.

ii) Students will need to get necessary things out of their binders before they place   

     them on the table for grading.
2) Notes

a) The amount of notes required will be up to the discretion of the teacher. Some guidelines are:

i) One page for each class each day.  Learning Logs are acceptable for Computers, PE and Band.

ii) One page for each class each day.  Learning logs are still acceptable for Computers, PE and Band.

iii) One page (front and back), totaling 15 pages for the whole binder.

iv) One page (front and back), totaling 12 pages for the whole binder.

3) Notes must include questions, comments, and locater words on the left side.

a) Failure to do so results in two points per page with missing left side information.

4) Students must constantly strive to use their notes as a study tool, not just an assignment for AVID; therefore, all notes must include highlighter usage.

a) Failure to do so results in points docked up to the discretion of the Tutor/Binder Grader.

5) Notes must include a reflective summary at the bottom of the page

a) “Summary: Vocab”… Does not cut it.

b) Failure to do so results in two points per page with missing summaries.

6) Notes must have the student’s name, the date and period number in the top right hand corner.

a) Failure to do so will resulting one point docked for each page missing right side information.

7) Tutorial Worksheets:

a) Add the two worksheets together to get the total Tutorial Worksheet points.

8) Calendars:

a) Calendars will be filled out with the following information:

i) Daily activity

ii) “Movie”…doesn’t cut it.  “Typed”…  cut it.  What did you watch?  What did you type?

9) Homework assignments.

10) Organization:

a) Binders need to be neatly organized.

b) Dividers are a MUST!

c) Side pockets need to be “relatively” free of clutter.  The occasional handout too big to put in a section, College Applications are OK.

d) Sections in the binder need to be clearly labeled.

e) Tutorial Worksheets need to be easily found.

f) Notes for the week need to be easily found.

11) Neatness:

a) Binders need to be neat, mainly because there is so much stuff you need to carry in it!

b) No untidy, loose papers.

c) Use “Sticky-O’s” if necessary.

d) Keep dividers free of writing, graffiti.

e) Minimize “photo album” effect of the binder.

i) Your binder is something you will be working with closely, and you will of course want to make it look nice; however, it is also a reflection of your academic achievements.  Treat it as such.

12) Assignment Logs:

a) Assignment Logs need to be filled out completely for each class.

b)
If you are told to do an assignment, write the assignment on the Assignment Log.

i) This means you may have to raise your hand and ask the teacher, “How much is this assignment worth?”

ii) Here’s a Hint:  Some teachers assign things to” keep students busy”.  Making a teacher accountable for placing a grade on the assignment assures you’ll get points for your work.

iii) Nag teachers constantly to correct and return work.

iv) This rule certainly applies to AVID Teachers as well!

v) It is OK if you have more assignments logged without points calculated.  We know how hard it is to get things passed back.

vi) By logging in assignments it shows the binder grader you are attempting to do your job despite teacher’s inefficiency.

13) Comments:

a) The days of Binder Check students fill out the question: “What did I work on for this Binder Check?” (Or something like that!).

14) When students get their binder returned to them, they answer the question:  “What do I plan on doing to improve my binder score for next week?” (or something like that!).

i) Failure to answer one or more questions will result in lost points.

ii) Failure to actually accomplish what you wrote in the comments will result in lost points.

15) Tutors:

a) Fairness is the key.  What you do to one student, you must do for all.

b) Taking points off for untidy handwriting isn’t necessary.  Some students have messy handwriting and there’s not much we can do about that now.

c) Be sure to make comments, constructive and encouraging on all binders, even if they seem perfect.
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